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tenures and wardships, were named a considerable number of
points in which the law or the prerogative pressed hardly upon
the subject Parliament was to meet in October to decide
upon the mode in which the required sum was to be levied.

Regarded from a merely financial point of view, the ar-
rangement was excellent. It is difficult to say which of the
two parties to the bargain would have gained most if it had
been finally carried out. To the King, it would have brought
an increase of income of about ico^oo/.,1 and with the
exercise of some economy, might have enabled him to meet
his expenditure for some time to come. Yet the tax-payers
would have gained even more than the sum which the King
lost by his concessions. An enormous amount of money was
intercepted by the lawyers, in consequence of the disputes
which constantly turned on questions connected with rights
now to be abandoned for ever; and the annoyance caused
by these disputes was almost as bad as the loss of the money
actually spent upon them.

The memorial was presented to the House of Lords on
July 21. Two days later, the King came down to prorogue
The King's Parliament. Eefore he did so he ordered that the
the^iel- clerlc should read his answer to those grievances
ances read, which he had reserved for further consideration.
Upon this answer, in all probability, the future fate of the
contract depended. If the King gave way on the points of
which the Commons complained, every cause of variance be-
tween him and the House would have been at once removed,
and he would have found no opposition to his demands during
the next session. The Commons seem to have taken it for
granted that they would receive a favourable answer, for they
inserted in the memorial, as an argument by which they hoped
to convince their constituents of the wisdom of their course in
assenting to the contract, that they had obtained a gracious
answer to their grievances.

Unfortunately, the main question in dispute was not of a
nature to render an agreement probable.    Was it likely that,
after a steady refusal during so many years to alter the existing
1 L. J. ii. 660.